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game; Thierry Despont is described as dressing, speak-
ing, and decorating with the grandeur that only the
French can summon with grace; and Geoffrey Bradfield
is praised for opulence, quality and verve but reported-
ly can be a bit much. In addition to such evaluations,

_ — The Fr?“k““_ Report: The there are numerical ratings, and specific achievements are
reading \ list |l15|d_el‘ s Guide to H°“_19 also noted, such as admission into this magazine s Hall of
Services, New York City, 2001 rFame. It is all great fun if you know the players and very

instructive if you do not.
by Elizabeth Franklin and staff
New York: Allgood Press Fr?nkgn(;stfo(r:mhyla for;ttfcc;essl_iin N::‘w Y(érk its solc_)n to be
extended to Chicago, Atlanta, Houston, Boston, Los
386 pages, $22.50 paperbound. Angeles, and other cities, and annual updates of all vol-
) ) _umes are also planned. Each book has bound-in cards for
For years, the Zagat guides have rated restaurants in variolsypmitting opinions about those being rated, and com-
cities based on surveys of popular opinion, and they have cments can also be sent to a website. Even so, just who
been more dependable than the pronouncements of critics. the voters have been and how many have contributed to
ing her own Manhattan apartment, has applied a similar jnterviews and surveys." But the Franklin Report empire
approach to the rating of those providing services related t0gytends beyond voter opinions: designers are invited, for
interior design: architects, designers, electricians, painters, an annual fee, to share a portfolio of their work on the
millworkers, upholsterers, and a couple of dozen other cateyepsite, and the advertising states that the portfolio
gories of professionals, including exterminators (well, that's gnnances your Franklin Report company descriptions.
New York). Franklin’s compilation has proven wildly succesi\yie assume the intended verb was "supplements” and that

it is highly valuable, and so indeed it seems to be. description.

For designers who enjoy reading evaluations about their co |, any case, Ms. Franklin has developed a clever, valu-
leagues, it is also immensely entertaining. Sills Huniford anigpje, influential, and deservedly popular format for the

Naomi Leff, for example, both get top ratings for quality of presentation of professional profiles. Take this woman to
work; Richard Meier is considered more expensive than  |ynch.

Robert Stern; Thad Hayes is considered at the top of his
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